MISSION:

The International Association
of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
Project Safe Neighborhoods
(PSN) Initiative, with support
from the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice
Programs, Department

of Justice (BJA), works to
improve law enforcement’s
capacity to interdict
firearms trafficking and
disrupt gang activity. This

is one in a series of Fact
Sheets designed to provide
law enforcement officers
and executives with an
overview on topics related to
firearms.”
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FAST FACTS: DID YOU KNOW

e An estimated 310 million firearms are in the United States.? This equals
approximately one firearm for every American citizen.

e Atotal of 33,636 firearm deaths occurred in 2013. In comparison, a total of 33,804
motor vehicle traffic deaths occurred that year.?

e Onaverage, 111,779 people are shot each year. Of these, 32,964, or approximately
30%, of the incidents are fatal.*

e Suicide is the second most common cause of death for Americans between the ages
of 15 and 34.> Of those suicides in 2013, more than half involved firearms.®

e Qver the last five years, the CDC’s National Electronic Injury Surveillance System
estimates that over 300 non-fatal firearms injuries were reported each day to
hospital emergency services divisions.”

e According to information collected by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in
2014, firearms were used in 67.9 percent of the nation’s murders, 40.3 percent of
robberies, and 22.5 percent of aggravated assaults.®

¢ While tragic, less than one percent of gun murder victims recorded by the FBI in 2012
were killed in mass shootings (defined as incidents with four or more victims).®

e The presence of a firearm in domestic violence situations increases the risk of
homicide for women by 500 percent.™

e Between 2005 and 2014, the vast majority (92%) of felonious deaths of law
enforcement officers were the result of a firearm. The most common type of
firearm used in these deaths was a handgun (73%), followed by a rifle (18%) and
shotgun (8%).m

Evidence-Based Practice:

The Milwaukee Homicide Review Commission (MHRC) aims to reduce homicides and
nonfatal shootings through a multidisciplinary approach and receives an "effective"
rating on CrimeSolutions.gov.'? The commission relies on the expertise of a variety

of entities, such as law enforcement professionals, criminal justice professionals,

and community service providers, who meet regularly to exchange information and
identity methods to address the city’s persistent lethal violence. Through strategic
problem analysis, development of innovative responses, and focused enforcement and
intervention activities, according to one study, between January 1999 and December
2006, the MHRC was able to significantly decrease (52 percent decrease) the monthly
count of homicides in the districts where interventions were focused.*?
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