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•	 According to the Pew Research Center, 37 percent of adults reported having a 
firearm in their household.²   

•	 Forty-eight percent of firearm owners indicate that the primary reason they 
own a firearm is for protection, while approximately 32 percent say the firearm 
is for hunting purposes.³ 

•	 According to a 2008 article in the New England Journal of Medicine, when a 
firearm is stored in a home, the possibility of homicide increases by up to 170 
percent and suicide increases by up to 460 percent.⁴ 

•	 Four out of 10 firearm homicides take place in the home.5 

•	 Eight out of 10 firearm suicides take place in the home.6 

•	 Nine out of 10 unintentional shooting fatalities take place in the home.7 

•	 About one-third of all Americans with children under the age of 18 have a 
firearm in their household; of these, 34 percent have children younger than 
12.8 

•	 There are 1,700,000 children who live with unlocked, loaded guns in the  
home.9

•	 Sixty-eight percent of school shooters acquired their guns from their own 
home or that of a relative.10

Promising Practice
Project ChildSafe is a nationwide educational program that promotes the safe 
storage of firearms in the home by providing responsible gun owners with the tools 
and information they need to securely store their guns away from unauthorized 
persons, including children, at-risk individuals, and criminals.11

For additional information go to: www.theiacp.org/PSNInitiative

The International Association 
of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
Project Safe Neighborhoods 
(PSN) Initiative, with support 
from the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, Office of Justice 
Programs, Department 
of Justice (BJA), works to 
improve law enforcement’s 
capacity to interdict 
firearms trafficking and 
disrupt gang activity.  This 
is one in a series of Fact 
Sheets designed to provide 
law enforcement officers 
and executives with an 
overview on topics related to 
firearms.¹
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¹ For additional information related to the PSN Initiative, to include additional Fact Sheets, please visit www.theiacp.org/
PSNInitiative 
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